
 

Parent/Student Role Evolution Guide 
The following chart provides a guide for how the parent/student roles will evolve over the course of the 

students enrollment in the program. The private teacher will guide the parent in their participation and 

the students transition to more independence in the 6th-8th grade years. 

Pre-K-5th Grade 6th-8th Grade High School 

PRIVATE LESSON 

The parent who is the primary 
practice partner at home attends 
and is actively engaged in all 
lessons. 
 

If a different parent or adult 
accompanies the student, the 
primary practice partner 
communicates with that adult to 
receive lesson notes and important 
updates. 

The parent attends most lessons to 
partner with the teacher in the 
student’s transition to more 
independence. 
 

The parent is welcome but not 
expected to be in the lesson. 

NOTE TAKING 

The parent maintains a lesson and 
practice journal: 
 

- Weekly assignments  
- Log of daily practice and listening 
- Observations about child’s 
growth 
- Effective practice strategies 
demonstrated in the lesson and 
used at home 

The parent continues to take notes 
during the lessons. 
 

The student begins to take notes 
guided by the teacher and parent. 
 

The student begins to track 
practice and listening with 
accountability from the parent. 

The student is independent with 
continued guidance from the 
teacher as needed. 

LISTENING 

The parent ensures daily listening 
of the Suzuki repertoire, 
recommended 20 minutes of daily 
environmental listening. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The parent ensures a plan, 
accountability, and equipment for 
listening but the student may 
execute independently. 

The student is listening 
independently. The parent ensures 
the student has the resources 
needed. 



 

Pre-K-5th Grade 6th-8th Grade High School 

PRACTICE 

The parent schedules daily 
practice and guides the practice in 
a way that closely mirrors the 
teacher’s approach during private 
lessons. 
 

The parent holds the primary 
responsibility for ensuring that 
practice is productive, focused, 
and aligned with the teacher’s 
instructions. 

The student is developing 
independence in practice guided 
by the teacher and parent.   
 

This could look like the following: 
- The teacher gives guidance on 
aspects of practice for the student 
to do independently 
- The parent helps the student 
make a plan for their practice 
based on their notes. 
- The teacher gives specific 
guidance on an aspect of practice 
that the parent should be involved 
in. 

The student practices 
independently.  
 

The parent is checking in weekly to 
ensure the student has a realistic 
plan for fulfilling the practicing 
commitment. 
 

REVIEW 

The parent is responsible for 
ensuring regular review of all 
Suzuki repertoire guided by the 
private teacher. 

The parent ensures a plan and 
accountability for review but the 
student may execute 
independently. 

The student is reviewing 
independently guided by the 
private teacher. 

GROUP CLASS 

The parent attends group classes: 
-Supports the child’s participation 
-Bridges the private lesson 
activities and group class work  
 

If a different parent or adult 
accompanies the student, the 
primary practice partner 
communicates with that adult to 
receive notes and important 
updates. 
 

Exception: Families with siblings in 
simultaneous classes 
communicate with their teacher 
about how to best support their 
children. 

Parents are encouraged to attend 
to continue to support the child’s 
participation and help make the 
connection between what is 
happening in the private lesson 
and group class. 

Parents do not attend group 
classes in order for the students to 
develop independence. 
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